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From Editor’s Desk
Non-Aligned Movement has always strived for the welfare and development 
of the global South. NAM has taken cognizance of the factors that impede 
the development of States in the global South. Non-Aligned Movement 
has	expressed	concern	over	illicit	financial	flows	and	related	thereto	tax	
avoidance and evasion, corruption and money laundering. The issue 
highlights the progress made by African nations in combating illicit 
financing.

Africa is also battling the COVId-19 crisis. The African Risk Capacity 
(ARC)has been a pioneering force amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
issue highlights policies of the ARC are well-aligned to the value system 
of the Non-Aligned Movement.

Advancement of women has been a core agenda of NAM. The NAM 
Member States, that are part of regional organisations, have reiterated 
their commitment to empowering women. The ASEAN Member States are 
also the members of the Non-Aligned Movement which shares a similar 
commitment and has constantly stressed the importance of achieving 
the full realization of gender equality and empowerment of women and 
girls. This issue highlights how these objectives were highlighted at the 
ASEAN Leaders’ Special Session at the 36th ASEAN Summit on Women’s 
Empowerment in the Digital Age.

The NAM Member States have devised policies for the protection of 
the environment. This issue features the salient features of three such 
policies - South Africa’s National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 
2015 – 2025, the establishment of two wetland conservation areas in 
Vietnam and Seychelles Coastal Management Program (CMP).

Dr. (Mrs.) Pramila Srivastava 
Editor - in - Chief
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NAM recognises the role of youth in 
maintaining peace and security

By IINS Research Team

The United Nations recognises that young people can 
be a driving force for supporting development and 
contributing to peace and security when provided 
the necessary skills and opportunities needed to 
reach their potential. With political commitment and 
adequate resources, young people have the potential 
to make the most effective transformation of the world 
into a better place for all.

The Non-Aligned Movement has consistently 
emphasized the need for the involvement of all 
segments of society in peace processes, in particular 
the youth, who can play an important role in the 
prevention	 and	 resolution	 of	 conflicts,	 as	 well	 as	
in peacekeeping and peacebuilding efforts and in 
building	peaceful	and	resilient	societies.	NAM	firmly	
believes that inclusivity is key to advancing national 
peacebuilding processes and objectives in order to 
ensure that the needs of all segments of society are 
taken into account.

At the Eighteenth Summit, held in Baku, Azerbaijan, 
on 25 and 26 October 2019, under the theme 
“Upholding the Bandung Principles to ensure a 
concerted and adequate response to the challenges 
of the contemporary world”, the Heads of State and 
Government of the Non-Aligned Movement considered 
ways to increase meaningful and inclusive participation 
of youth in peacebuilding efforts through creating 
policies, including in partnership with the private 
sector, where relevant, that would enhance youth 
capacities and skills, and create youth employment 
to actively contribute to sustaining peace.

NAM recognises that building and sustaining peace 
through the transformative potential of young people 
demands a seismic shift and bold reorientation from 
Governments and the multilateral system. This 
requires making the shift to a comprehensive violence 
prevention approach with young people at its centre. 
Systematically addressing the violence of exclusion is 
the best means to prevent violence, including violent 
extremism, thus building and sustaining peace across 
the	full	peace	and	conflict	continuum

NAM	 attaches	 significance	 to	 the	 United	 Nations	
Security Council Resolution 2419 adopted on June 
6 2018. Resolution 2419 calls on all relevant actors 

to consider ways for increasing the representation of 
young people when negotiating and implementing peace 
agreements, recognizing that their marginalization 
was detrimental to building sustainable peace and 
countering violent extremism, as and when conducive 
to terrorism. 

The	Resolution	reaffirmed	the	primary	responsibility	of	
National Governments and authorities in identifying, 
driving and directing priorities, strategies and 
activities for peacebuilding and sustaining peace and 
emphasizes that inclusivity, including by ensuring 
full and effective participation of youth without 
distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, 
language, religion, political or other opinion, national 
or social origin, property, birth or other status is key 
to advancing national peacebuilding processes and 
objectives in order to ensure that the needs of all 
segments of society are taken into account. 

In accordance with the Resolution 2419, NAM 
recognises that youth and youth-led civil society can 
also play an important role in efforts to peacebuilding 
and	 sustaining	 peace.	 NAM	 has	 reaffirmed	 the	
obligation of States to respect, promote and protect 
human rights and fundamental freedoms of all 
individuals, including youth, and ensure equal 
access to justice and preserve the integrity of rule 
of law institutions; and foster an enabling and safe 
environment for youth working on peace and security.

Thus, NAM believes that States must respect, promote 
and protect the human rights of all individuals, 
including youth, within their territory and subject 
to their jurisdiction as provided for by relevant 
international	law	and	reaffirms	that	each	State	bears	
the primary responsibility to protect its populations 
from genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and 
crimes against humanity. 

NAM also recognises the role of youth in promoting 
a culture of peace, tolerance, intercultural and 
interreligious dialogue that aims at discouraging 
their participation in acts of violence, terrorism, 
xenophobia and all forms of discrimination and 
reiterates that efforts to counter terrorist narratives 
can	 benefit	 through	 engagement	 with	 a	 wide	 range	
of actors, including youth and youth-led civil society.
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ASEAN reiterates commitment to  
women’s empowerment in the digital age

By Dr. Ankit Srivastava, Editor

Contd.....On Page 16

The Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
is committed to promoting gender equality and 
empowerment of women. The ASEAN Member States 
are also the members of the Non-Aligned Movement 
which shares a similar commitment and has constantly 
stressed the importance of achieving the full realization 
of gender equality and empowerment of women and 
girls. 

ASEAN recognises that during the challenging time of 
COVID-19, addressing gender inequality and upholding 
women’s rights as well as preventing and combating 
violence against women and domestic violence are 
essential to responding effectively to the pandemic’s 
multi-sectoral impacts, to recovering faster and building 
a better future. ASEAN has urged all governments and 
all relevant stakeholders to consciously mainstream 
the need of women and girls ‘concerns in their efforts 
and place women’s leadership and contributions at the 
heart of the COVID-19 response, resilience, and post-
pandemic recovery effort.

On June 26 2020, the ASEAN Leaders’ Special Session 
at the 36th ASEAN Summit on Women’s Empowerment 
in the Digital Age was held via video conferencing. The 
Special Session was chaired by Nguyen Xuan Phuoc, 
Prime Minister of Vietnam, in his capacity as the 
Chairman of ASEAN and was attended by leaders of 
ASEAN Member States. Memo Nguyen The Kim Ngan, 
Chairwoman of the National Assembly of Vietnam; 
Jacinda Arden, Prime Minister of New Zealand, Dr. 
Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana, Executive Secretary of the 
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia	and	the	Pacific	(ESCAP),	and	Dato’	Lim	Jock	Hoi,	
Secretary-General of ASEAN were keynote speakers at 
the Special Session. 

In his remarks, Vietnam PM Phúc highlighted the 
role played by women and their contributions to 
humankind’s efforts to respond to challenges and 
promote development in each ASEAN country. “There 
remains inequality and discrimination against women, 
however, which inhibits their development and 
contributions to the community,” he said. He further 
underlined the need for ASEAN to take action to utilise 
women’s potential and create conditions for them to use 
their strengths and contribute to development in regional 

countries and the ASEAN Community, especially in the 
digital age.

Addressing the gathering, Chairwoman of the 
Vietnamese National Assembly Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan, 
who is also Chair of the 41st General Assembly of 
the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA 41), 
highly valued the initiatives and strong commitment of 
ASEAN in promoting the role and rights of women and 
women’s empowerment in the digital age. She proposed 
measures to make progress even more effective. Ngan 
expressed her belief that ASEAN would continue to take 
advantage of the region with the world’s fast internet 
growth to enhance the position of women, especially 
those in leadership positions. ASEAN Secretary-General 
Lim	Jock	Hoi	underlined	the	significance	and	timing	of	
the session as it took place amid challenges posed by 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

During the Special Session, ASEAN leaders emphasised 
their continued commitment to implement the Beijing 
Declaration and Platform for Action and the United 
Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, 
Peace and Security. ASEAN took this opportunity to 
join the world in commemorating the 25th and 20th 
anniversary of the adoption of these milestone documents 
on gender equality and women’s empowerment.

The	 leaders	 reaffirmed	 the	 need	 to	 leverage	 ASEAN-
led mechanisms and cooperation with development 
partners to support the implementation of regional 
commitments in advancing the women, peace and 
security agenda; to continue addressing issues that 
hinder greater women empowerment such as poverty, 
discrimination, gender inequality, social injustice, 
armed	 conflicts,	 economic,	 and	 social	 exclusion	 of	
persons and communities vulnerable to and at risk of 
radicalisation, violent extremism, and terrorism; and 
to contribute to achieving economic progress, and 
enabling social development and longstanding peace 
and prosperity in the region.

ASEAN leaders also committed to promote human 
resource development and capacity building to 
further strengthen opportunities for women in frontier 
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India to ensure functional household tap 
connections through Jal Jeevan Mission

By IINS Research Team

The Non-Aligned Movement comprising of 120 nations 
across the world has always stressed upon the need 
for preservation of world peace and ensuring national 
security among the member states and also among 
the rest of the world. 

But issues pertaining to the growth and development 
of the nations have always been at the heart of the 
120-nations led organisation. Be it gender issues or 
those pertaining to children, be it for the digital world or 
those catering to cybercrime, be it about conservation 
and preservation of natural resources and wildlife or 
those in line with efforts dealing with climate change, 
the Non-Aligned Movement has always been a helping 
hand for the nations to enrol their collective efforts to 
get rid of the problems and get the best. 

With the ever-increasing population in the world, 
the need and demand for natural resources have 
been ramping up at a pace much faster than that of 
population. Water, being one of the key ingredients 
in the existence of life, is what generations today feel 
less access over. Forming more than two-thirds of the 
total surface area of the entire Earth, water remains a 
resource inaccessible by all. 

The world population increasing at a fast pace and 
the never-ending demands and dissatisfaction even 
after	inefficient	use	of	natural	resources	that	prevail	
in human minds are the actual burden over the 
planet’s water resources that to a major extent lead 
to their destruction. The demand for water supply 
remains a topic that has grabbed attention from every 
nook and corner of the world, with nations across the 
globe initiating efforts to prevent wastage and misuse 
of this natural resource and appointing strategies and 
policies to ensure its conservation. 

In the case of India, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
led government at the centre, has, conservation and 
preservation of water at the heart of the agendas set 
for the development of the nation. Topping the priority 
list, water conservation and its availability to every 
household, is the major focus of the governance that 
stresses the need for active participation of leaders of 
the nation towards prioritising the water issue in all 
its different forms. Unequal access to water, being the 

global issue, is also a challenge in India but integration 
of different ministries and departments dealing with 
water, with re-election of the Modi government for a 
second consecutive term, has somehow given a ray 
of hope to provide functional piped water to all India 
households by 2024. 

The government of India remains committed to the 
provision of functional household tap connections 
(FHTCs) by 2024 under its Jal Jeevan Mission. The 
move will be a life changing mission that will enhance 
the quality of life of the rural people, particularly 
reducing the drudgery for girls.

With only 3.5 crore Indian rural households been 
given functional tap-water in past 70-72 years, PM 
Modi led government has stressed upon sustainability 
to cover a total of 18.5 crore households in his second 
term, which is equivalent to four times of what has 
been achieved until now. 

Further intensifying the move, Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman in her Budget 2019-20 speech 
had announced the Har GharNal Se Jal programme 
that forms a crucial part of the Jal Jeevan Mission. The 
programme aims to implement source sustainability 
measures as mandatory elements, including 
sustainable use of surface water and groundwater, 
recharge and reuse of the greywater, or discharged 
water, desilting of minor irrigation tanks, water 
conservation and rainwater harvesting. 

Based on a community approach to water, the Jal 
Jeevan Mission includes information, education 
and communication as its key components to create 
people’s movement for water, making it a priority for 
everyone. Up from last year’s allocation of Rs. 10,000 
crore	in	the	field,	the	government,	in	its	Budget	for	the	
year 2020-21 has approved allocation of Rs. 11,500 
crores	for	the	government’s	latest	flagship	scheme	that	
aims to add 11.5 million household tap connections 
by 2020-21 (FY21). And in total, the government has 
proposed to spend Rs. 3.6 trillion for the programme 
to be executed by the year 2024. 

As the Non-Aligned Movement has backed the idea 

Contd.....On Page 16
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By IINS Research Team

Seychelles Coastal Management Program
Non-Aligned Movement has emphasized the need to 
develop comprehensive adaption measure to address 
climate-related impacts on oceans and coasts, 
including through greater capacity building, enhanced 
scientific	 monitoring	 activities	 and	 to	 promote	
environmentally sound policies for integrated coastal 
and ocean management. A prominent example of such 
a measure in a NAM Member State is the Seychelles 
Coastal Management Program (CMP) which was 
endorsed by the country’s cabinet on May 30 2019. 

Management of coastal zones is important for 
Seychelles as they a hold the vast majority of its natural 
capital, including coral reefs and sandy beaches with 
occasional wetlands preceding these ecosystems. Its 
iconic beaches are of pivotal importance for tourism, 
which accounts for 58 percent of Seychelles’ gross 
domestic product. Many studies have highlighted 
that large concentrations of people and assets in 
the coastal zones along with climate change will add 
additional threats through rising sea levels, changing 
precipitation patterns, and warming sea surface 
temperatures. To address these environmental 
issues, the CMP was developed in consultation with 
all stakeholders to enhance understanding about the 
risks that are associated with climate change and 
development pressures around the coastal zones in 
Seychelles. 

The Plan takes into consideration existing studies 
that focus on coastal hazards relating to overtopping, 
sea-level	 rise	 and	 flooding	 along	 the	 shoreline	 in	
Seychelles plus nature-based solution. The land 
areas of the three main islands that are the focus of 
this CMP are Mahé (155 km2), Praslin (38 km2), and 
La Digue (10 km2).

The objectives of the CMP are: 1) To reduce the effects 
of coastal hazards on humans and coastal properties. 
2) To harness the function of coastal ecosystems, 
such as beaches and dunes, wetlands, coral reefs, 
and mangroves, to reduce coastal risks; 3) Improve 
the general understanding of key physical, ecological 
economic, and climate change – induced processes 
that affect coastal risk and resilience in Seychelles; 
4) Prevent the increase of coastal risk by facilitating 
coastal development planning and climate change 
adaptation; 5) Strengthen the capacity within the 
government to effectively develop and implement 
coastal management policies and 6) To promote 

awareness and understanding of the value of coastal 
ecosystems	for	coastal	resilience.	The	CMP	identifies	
the	 following	five	priorities	 for	coastal	management:	
1) Monitoring and research of processes that affect 
the coastal zone to inform sustainable coastal 
management; 2) Coastal infrastructure, including 
engineered structures and natural systems that 
protect	 the	 coastline	 against	 flooding	 and	 erosion,	

such as groynes, sea walls, coral reefs, and coastal 
vegetation; 3) Risk-based land planning, including 
policies and planning practices that aim to reduce 
coastal	flood	and	erosion	risks	 for	new	and	existing	
developments; 4) Capacity building to improve the 
level of experience and expertise in the government 
for implementation and enforcement of good coastal 
management and 5) Awareness raising to inform 
and engage the public, mobilize support, and spark 
collective action for better coastal management. 

The CMP has been highly successful in meeting its 
objectives. Quite a number of coastal rehabilitation 
and protection projects have been done on Mahé, 
Praslin and La Digue. The World Bank has announced 
that it will be assisting Seychelles with technical 
support for the island nation to implement its $15 
million coastal management and erosion plan. The 
plan	–	a	first	of	 its	kind	 for	 the	 islands	–	will	allow	
better measures to address hazards brought about by 
climate change affecting its coastal zones.

The CMP highlights the commitment of Seychelles 
towards environment sustainability and resilience, 
As per the results of the Environmental Performance 
Index (EPI) – a method of quantifying and numerically 
marking the environmental performance of a state’s 
policies - announced on June 4, 2020, Seychelles was 
ranked 38th out of 180 countries worldwide and top 
in Sub-Saharan Africa. Seychelles was also ranked 
first	on	climate	change	actions.

“The Plan takes into consideration existing 
studies that focus on coastal hazards relating 

to overtopping, sea-level rise and flooding along 
the shoreline in Seychelles plus nature-based 

solution. The land areas of the three main islands 
that are the focus of this CMP are Mahé (155 

km2), Praslin (38 km2), and La Digue (10 km2)”
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Wetland conservation in Vietnam manifests 
commitment towards the ecology

By IINS Research Team

The Non-Aligned Movement has been vocal in its support 
for protecting the environment and biodiversity across 
the globe. Ever since the foundation of the bloc, the 
Member States have been working to tackle the issue 
of global warming, climate change and environmental 
degradation on one hand and preserving the 
ecology on the other hand. Vietnam, following the 
idiosyncrasies of the Non-Aligned Movement, has 
been working in the direction to protect its diverse 
ecology and biodiversity, the chief priority being the 
conservation of the country’s existing wetlands along 
with establishing new wetlands. 

The wetlands in Vietnam are famed for the diversity 
they inhabit a range of resources, biodiversity and 
functions. The importance of wetlands is not just 
limited to its ecological impact but trespass the 
ecological borders to enter the domain of social, 
economic, historical and cultural values as these 
wetlands	play	a	significant	role	in	the	lives	of	the	local	
population of Vietnam and contribute to the socio-
economic development of the nation. 

Vietnam joined the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands 
in 1989 as the 50th State Member. Vietnam follows 
the	 definition	 of	 wetlands	 stated	 in	 Article	 1	 of	 the	
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands (Appendix A), that 
states, “Wetlands are areas of marsh, fen, peatland 
or	water,	whether	natural	or	artificial,	permanent	or	
temporary,	with	water	that	is	static	or	flowing,	fresh,	
brackish or salt, including areas of marine water the 
depth of which at low tide does not exceed six metres”. 

To match the objectives of the Ramsar Convention 
along with establishing its commitment towards its 
more than 12 million hectares of wetlands, Vietnam, in 
the past few decades, has initiated a great number of 
efforts relating to research, record, and development of 
tools and techniques for the conservation, utilisation 
and management of its wetlands. 

Of the many initiatives of the country, the successful 
establishment of two wetland conservation areas in 
Thai Thuy in Thai Binh province and Tam Giang-
Cau Hai Lagoon in Thua Thien Hue province, speaks 
volume about Vietnam’s commitment towards its 
wetland conservation initiatives.

Vietnam under Decision No.495/QD-UBND dated 
February 20, 2020 of the Provincial People’s 
Committee of Thua Thien Hue has established the 
Tam Giang-Cau Hai Wetland Protected Area. It is 
established under the support framework of the 
project Conservation of Critical Wetland Protected 
Areas and Linked Landscapes (2015-2020) funded 
by the Global Environment Facility (GEF) and the 
UN Development Programme (UNDP). The project 
is owned by the Institute of Strategy and Policy on 
Natural Resources and Environment, while it will be 
managed by the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environment.

On the occasion of the World Environment Day, 
celebrated on June 5, the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Environment, the UNDP and the 
Provincial People’s Committee of Thua Thien Hue co-
organized the event launching the establishment of 
Tam Giang-Cau Hai Wetland Protected Area in Quang 
Thai Commune, Quang Dien District, Thua Thien 
Hue Province. 

The Tam Giang-Cau Hai Wetland Nature Reserve 
covers more than 2,000 hectares of land, of which 
the strictly protected area is more than 799 hectares, 
while the ecological rehabilitation area is over 1,242 
hectares and the remaining 29.5 hectares has been 
categorised as service and administrative area. 
The recently established nature reserve will aid in 
the protection of habitats, ecological systems and 
biodiversity of the Tam Giang-Cau Hai Lagoon. 

Recently, Vietnam has also established a wetland 
nature reserve in Thai Thuy district in northern 
Thai Binh province on June 24. Spread across 6,560 
hectares of land, the Thai Thuy Wetland Nature 
Reserve is distributed into sectors of which 1,500 
hectares is strictly protected, 4,800 hectares are set 
aside for ecological recovery and the remaining area 
is left for administrative services. It is important to 
note that at an earlier stage, the Thai Thuy Wetland 
Protected Area was also established under Decision 
No.2514/QD-UBND dated September 6, 2019 of the 
Thai Binh Provincial People’s Committee. 

Contd.....On Page 16
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South Africa’s National Biodiversity 
Strategy and Action Plan 2015 – 2025

By IINS Research Team

Living in an era where environmental and 
sustainability issues are more visible than ever before, 
it becomes all the way more important on every level 
to ensure a balance between the two. While the two 
fields	appear	to	be	very	different,	and	in	fact	at	odds	
with each other, they are actually deeply intertwined. 
And acknowledging this gives the realisation that 
the economic and social development of a nation is 
dependent on healthy ecosystems and biodiversity. 
Non-Aligned Movement has realised this concept and 
the importance of balance between the two, thus, has 
kept at its heart the importance of maintaining the 
same. 

Occupying only 2 per cent of the total land surface 
area of the world, South Africa holds riches in a wide 
variety of natural and cultural resources. The country 
in southern part of Africa is home to 10 per cent of the 
world’s plant species, 7 per cent of its reptiles, birds 
and mammal species and 15 per cent of the world’s 
marine species. It is the diversity of topography, 
climate, geology and people in South Africa that 
enables access to such rich and varied biodiversity. It 
is worth noting that the natural resources, including 
water,	soil,	flora	and	fauna	are	the	key	contributors	
for the country’s development and businesses and 
are also linked inextricably to the well-being and 
sustainable use of these resources. 

Considered to be one of the most biologically diverse 
countries in the world, South Africa is somehow dealing 
with the loss and degradation of its biodiversity with 
serious impact on society and its economy. Resulting 
from alternative land uses for urban, industrial and 
mining development, agriculture, biofuel production, 
trawling and canalisation, habitat loss and 
degradation is one of the major threats to biodiversity 
in the country, for which the government of South 
Africa is making serious and concerted efforts. Having 
a well developed and progressive policy framework for 
biodiversity management, South Africa works based 
on the policies that are given effect through various 
pieces of legislation, with the basis laid in the White 
Paper on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of 
South Africa’s Biological Diversity (1997). 

South Africa’s National Biodiversity Strategy and 
Action Plan (NBSAP) 2015 – 2025 is one such initiative 

in line with its efforts ensured towards protection and 
conservation of its rich heritage in biodiversity. It is a 
requirement of contracting parties to the Convention 
on Biological Diversity (CBD) and sets out a strategy 
and plan for them to meet the objectives of the 
Convention. The National Biodiversity Strategy and 
Action Plan II is a revised NBSAP for the period 2015 
–	2025.	The	document,	 second	 in	 edition,	 identifies	
South Africa’s priorities for biodiversity management 
for this period. It aligns with the priorities and targets 
in the national development imperatives and the 
global agenda as well. 

The NBSAP envisions conserving, managing and 
sustainably	using	biodiversity	 to	ensure	 its	benefits	
to the entire South African population in the present 
times and also in the future. Apart from this, the 
strategy looks forward towards management of 
biodiversity assets and their contribution to the 
economy. Also, it lays a larger focus on enhancement 
of rural development, job creation and social well-
being. 

The initiative also aims to enhance investments in 
ecological infrastructure to intensify resilience and 
ensure	 that	 it	 benefits	 the	 society.	 It	 also	 aims	 to	
mainstream biodiversity considerations into policies, 
strategies and practices of a range of sectors. It 
further envisions mobilizing people to adopt practices 
that	sustain	long-term	benefits	of	biodiversity.	It	also	
lays focus on improved ways of conservation and 
management of biodiversity through an equitable and 
suitably skilled workforce and also aspires for effective 
knowledge foundations to lend citizen’s support for 
management, conservation and sustainable use of 
biodiversity. 

Lessoned form several analysis and revision of the 
NBSAP, South Africa has made noteworthy efforts 
in various aspects, including alien invasive species 
regulation, protection of indigenous knowledge and 
involvement of communities and biosafety. In line 
with these efforts, the country in southern Africa 
has also lent its focus on adoption of sustainable 
development goals, with which the UN Member 
States are committed to over the next 15 years. This 

Contd.....On Page 16
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By IINS Research Team

African Risk Capacity (ARC) initiates 
programmes amidst COVID-19 to aid 

vulnerable sections
The founding principles of the Non-Aligned Movement 
have focussed on ensuring the safety of the people of its 
Member Nations in particular and the world in general. 
Health and social security have been the key agenda 
of the Member States of the Non-Aligned Movement, 
Despite the challenges at hand, several regional and 
international organisations have come forward to assist 
African	countries	in	their	fight	against	the	coronavirus	
pandemic. 

The COVID-19 health pandemic has posed a devastating 
impact not just on the health infrastructure but also 
on the source of revenue and food security. The African 
Risk Capacity (ARC) is one such organisation working 
at the frontline for the betterment of the African 
nations, understanding its position and responsibilities 
at hand. The ARC has been a pioneering force amidst 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The policies of the ARC are 
well-aligned to the value system of the Non-Aligned 
Movement. 

The African Risk Capacity (ARC) is a parametric 
sovereign disaster risk guarantor for the African nations 
and in the past have shielded several African countries 
from the impacts of numerous natural disasters. The 
African Risk Capacity (ARC) consists of ARC Agency 
and ARC Insurance Company Limited (ARC Ltd). 

In order to assist people wedged by the ill-impacts 
of the natural disasters in the African continent, as 
a Specialized Agency of the African Union, the ARC 
Agency and ARC Ltd., are vested with the mission to 
use	modern	finance	mechanisms,	such	as	risk	pooling	
and risk transfer to create a pan-African climate 
response systems. The efforts and schemes of the ARC 
have aided the needs of the African people who have 
been harmed by natural disasters and outbreaks. 

The African economies have been at the most vulnerable 
position in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic and 
have attained the support of several international 
organisations including the WHO, the African Union, 
the United Nations, the IMF, etc. The African Risk 
Capacity being well-aware of its positions has adopted 
a collaborative and cooperative approach to cushion 
the African countries and the Member States from the 

adverse impact of the novel coronavirus. The health 
and food security crises have posited a heavy burden 
on African economies. 

The ARC has also provided a business continuity plan 
to aid vulnerable communities of the continent give 
a	 tough	 fight	 back	 to	 the	 coronavirus.The	 detailed	
Business Continuity Plan of the ARC is laid out in a 
meticulous manner to check, supervise and lessen 
the impacts of the pandemic on its staff and their 
families along with an aim to sustain its operations 
in time if the crisis escalates in Africa. Under the 
Business Continuity Plan, the ARC in order to sustain 
its operations has switched to work from home module 
and	 reduced	 its	work	 from	 the	 office	 to	 a	 ‘business-
critical’ level. It has switched its operations to digital 
mode that includes carrying out meetings via video 
conferencing, organising webinars, etc.

In the time when economies are at a standstill, 
pertaining to the lockdown measures being put at 
place across the globe, the ARC has been active in its 
efforts by tooling upon technologies and advancement. 
In order to discuss how African economies can better 
prepare and respond to health and food insecurity risks 
aggravated by the coronavirus pandemic, the African 
Risk Capacity (ARC) also organised several webinars 
for African experts to gather on common platform to 
discuss the pressing issues. 

To tackle the on-going COVID-19 pandemic, the African 
Risk Capacity (ARC) has planned to add coronavirus 
protection to its strategic outbreaks and epidemics 
parametric insurance product, which it aims to make 
available from 2021. 

The impact and magnitude of the coronavirus outbreak 
has resulted in advancing the launch of its strategic 
outbreaks and epidemics parametric insurance 
product and the African Risk Capacity (ARC) has 
advanced its offering before its launch. The decision 
taken	 on	 the	 part	 of	 the	 ARC	 exemplifies	 the	 fact	
that extraordinary situations require extraordinary 
efforts. The step has been viewed as a cornerstone in 
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Africa makes substantial progress in 
combating illicit financing

Africa	has	made	significant	strides	in	the	fight	against	
tax	evasion	and	illicit	financial	flows,	but	will	need	to	
do more to support domestic revenue mobilization. 

The report shows the progress achieved on the two 
cornerstones of the Initiative: 1) raising political 
awareness and commitment, and 2) developing 
capacities in tax transparency and exchange of 
information (EOI). Tax transparency and EOI have a 
crucial role to play in helping African governments 
stem	illicit	financial	flows	(IFFs)	and	increase	domestic	
revenue mobilisation.

The report mentions that the setting up of the key 
elements of a functional infrastructure for exchange 
of information, such as the establishment of an 
exchange of information unit, continues to improve in 
the continent. The exchange of information networks 
of African countries has further expanded to reach 
now 3 262 bilateral relationships compared to 2 523 
in 2018. This is mainly due to the growing number of 
African countries joining the Convention on Mutual 
Administrative Assistance in Tax Matters. 

Further, the increase in the number of exchanges of 
information (EOI) requests made by African countries 
has translated into additional tax revenue. In 2019, 
5	African	countries	identified	nearly	USD	12	million	
additional tax as a direct consequence of the requests 
sent. In total, between 2014 and 2019, a group of 
8	 African	 countries	 identified	 USD	 189	 million	 of	
additional taxes. 

Encouraging evolutions were also observed in the 
implementation of automatic exchange of information 
(AEOI): Ghana started exchanging in 2019, joining 
Mauritius, Seychelles and South Africa. 

Nigeria is expected to start in 2020 and Morocco in 
2021.	 Assistance	 is	 ongoing	 with	 five	 countries	 to	
help them move towards the implementation of this 
standard. Interest in AEOI had been awakened by 
the remarkable outcomes of voluntary disclosure 
programmes	 launched	 prior	 to	 the	 first	 exchanges,	
with EUR 102 billion recovered globally, including 
USD 82 million in Nigeria and USD 296 million in 
South Africa.

By Dr. Pawan Mathur

In the international development community, the 
concept	 of	 illicit	 financial	 flows	 is	 emerging	 as	 a	
powerful and constructive umbrella to bring together 
previously disconnected issues. The term emerged 
in the 1990s and was initially associated with 
capital	flight.	It	now	generally	refers	to	cross-border	
movement of capital associated with illegal activity 
or more explicitly, money that is illegally earned, 
transferred or used that crosses borders. 

According	 to	 the	 World	 Bank,	 illicit	 financial	
flows	 pose	 a	 huge	 challenge	 to	 political	 and	
economic security around the world, particularly to 
developing countries. Corruption, organized crime, 
illegal exploitation of natural resources, fraud in 
international trade and tax evasion are as harmful as 
the diversion of money from public priorities. Illegal 
logging,	 fishing	 and	mineral	 extraction	 are	 strongly	
connected	with	deforestation,	the	depletion	of	fishing	
stocks and environmental degradation as well as the 
impoverishment of individuals and communities who 
rely on those resources to sustain their existence.

Non-Aligned Movement has expressed concern over 
illicit	financial	flows	and	related	thereto	tax	avoidance	
and evasion, corruption and money laundering, by 
using certain jurisdictions and practices, with negative 
impacts for the world economy and, in particular for 
developing countries. 

In accordance with this, the African Union Agenda 
2063, The Africa We Want – the long-term vision 
for Africa’s transformation for 50 years - recognises 
that strengthening domestic resource mobilisation 
and	reversing	all	 forms	of	 illicit	financial	flows	 from	
the continent are indispensable for realising the 
aspirations of the African populations of achieving an 
integrated, prosperous and peaceful Africa. 

On 25 June 2020, the Africa Initiative of the Global 
Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information 
for Tax Purposes launched its Tax Transparency in 
Africa 2020 report. The report, a joint publication 
with the African Union Commission and the African 
Tax Administration Forum, updates for the year 
2019 the inaugural report published a year earlier. 
The report, which covers 32 members of the Africa 
Initiative	 as	 well	 as	 three	 non-members,	 finds	 that	
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technologies and innovation, especially in relation to 
smart factories, digital value chains, digital inclusion 
and digital literacy, including by creating greater 
opportunity for women’s access to digital education, 
skills	 and	 tools,	 women’s	 financial	 inclusion	
and up-skilling and re-skilling of the women 
workforce, promoting STEM education for women 

and girls, and enabling environment for women 
micro, small, medium enterprises. ASEAN thus 
recognises that ensuring achieving gender equality 
and the empowerment of all women and girls will 
significantly	 contribute	 to	 the	 effective	 realisation	
of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), where 
no one will be left behind.

of collaborative and concerted efforts from all the 
participants, this major issue too, needs a common 
eye of focus. The project needs collaborative efforts 
from both the governments at the centre and the state 
levels and also from the citizens at individual level. 

Thus, in this endeavour, Union Minister of Jal Shakti, 
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat is in close contact with the 
governments of the States and Union Territories for 
speedy	 implementation	of	 the	government’s	flagship	
programme. 

The richness of its biodiversity has attached the 
Thai Thuy Wetland Protected Area with national 
and international importance and the establishment 
of the Thai Thuy Wetland Nature Reserve also 
showcases the commitment of the local authorities 
towards protecting the environment and preserving 
the wetland ecosystems. Vietnam’s establishment 
of the two wetland conservation areas - Thai Thuy 

and Tam Giang-Cau Hai contributes immensely 
to the biodiversity conservation, management and 
sustainable development of wetlands in the country. 
It is a move towards sustainable socio-economic 
development of the region in particular and the nation 
in general. It not only addresses the issue of climate 
change but will also ensure sustainable progress to 
be attained along the socio-economic line. 

interconnectedness between the nations to address 
the global challenges is what the Non-Aligned 
Movement has always envisioned for maintaining 
a balance between nature and the humankind. It 

strongly stands as the manifestation of a strong 
commitment towards ensuring this balance between 
the environment and the sustainability on part of its 
Member States. 

fighting	 the	 COVID-19	 pandemic.	 The	 ARC	 during	
the pandemic has realised the importance of digital 
infrastructure and thus have anchored the cause 
of making the risk management system much more 
digitally resilient. The ARC has been working with a 

dual intention of strengthening both the health and 
economic infrastructure of the African continent. 
In response to the COVID-19 health crisis, the ARC 
has focused on building lasting systems that can be 
stimulated for future outbreaks and epidemics. 
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