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From Editor’s Desk
Non-Aligned Movement, being the largest collective voice of the developing world, 
has voiced its concerns regarding the adverse impact of COVID-19 crisis on such 
countries. NAM has adopted a Declaration underlining the importance of international 
solidarity in the fight against COVID-19.  In Africa, Centres for Disease Control and 
Prevention (Africa CDC), a specialised agency of the African Union, is at the forefront 
of aid in the health sector to countries affected by COVID-19.

NAM has also been raising concerns for the environment. Tackling the problem of 
marine debris is a major problem. This issue discusses how the ASEAN has been 
addressing this problem through two major frameworks- the Bangkok Declaration 
on Combating Marine Debris in the ASEAN Region and the ASEAN Framework of 
Action on Marine Debris. 

NAM Member States have also devised policies to address the environmental 
concerns. Vanuatu has formulated the Vanuatu National Environment Policy 
and Implementation Plan 2016-2030 (NEPIP) which aims at promoting the 
environmentally sound and safe management and conservation of the natural 
resources and environment of Vanuatu. Another such major initiative taken by the 
African nations with the aid of other international organisations is the ‘Great Green 
Wall’ initiative.

Promoting gender equality is a core agenda of NAM. This issue discusses the key 
features of the National Policy on Gender and Development of Trinidad and Tobago. 

Attaining SDGs is also an important objective of NAM Member States. Thus, NAM 
has called upon its Member States to create conditions of economic growth with 
equality. Vision 2025 plan in Sri Lanka is a noticeable example of this strategy to 
promote inclusive growth.

NAM has also highlighted the importance of technological advancement among 
Member States. This issue discusses how Singapore decided to step on to implementing 
technology systematically and extensively to improve the lives of its people through 
its Smart Nation Initiative.

Dr. (Mrs.) Pramila Srivastava 
Editor - in - Chief
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Africa CDC playing a major role during the 
COVID-19 crisis

By IINS Research Team

Non-Aligned Movement has expressed its concern 
over the rapid spread of the COVID-19, which poses a 
major challenge to humanity. On May 4, 2020, a NAM 
Summit was held in the format of a videoconference in 
a bid to boost coordination among member states in 
fight against the COVID-19 pandemic.  Chairperson 
of the African Union Commission Moussa Faki 
Mahamat also participated in the virtual Summit and 
said African countries were ready for cooperation in 
the fight against the virus. 

Africa is particularly vulnerable to the COVID-19 
crisis. As per the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD), Africa faces 
a dual public health and economic crisis that risks 
overwhelming healthcare systems, destroying 
livelihoods, and slowing the region’s growth prospects 
for years to come. The African Union has taken 
measures to mitigate the impact of COVID-19 crisis in 
African countries. In this context, the African Centre 
for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC) is 
playing a major role. 

Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention 
(Africa CDC) is a specialized technical institution 
of the African Union established to support public 
health initiatives of Member States and strengthen 
the capacity of their public health institutions to 
detect, prevent, control and respond quickly and 
effectively to disease threats. Africa CDC supports 
African Union Member States in providing coordinated 
and integrated solutions to the inadequacies in 
their public health infrastructure, human resource 
capacity, disease surveillance, laboratory diagnostics, 
and preparedness and response to health emergencies 
and disasters. 

Established in January 2016 by the 26th Ordinary 
Assembly of Heads of State and Government and 
officially launched in January 2017, Africa CDC is 
guided by the principles of leadership, credibility, 
ownership, delegated authority, timely dissemination 
of information, and transparency in carrying out 
its day-to-day activities. The institution serves as a 
platform for Member States to share and exchange 
knowledge and lessons from public health intervention.
Since February 2020, Africa CDC has been deploying 
experts to support response to the COVID-19 at 

its headquarters and in some Member State. In 
February 2020, Africa CDC established the Africa 
Task Force for Novel Coronavirus (AFCOR), to oversee 
preparedness and response to the global epidemic of 
the 2019 Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) disease. The 
Task Force will support pan-African cooperation and 
African leadership in sharing information and best 
practices, building technical capacity, making high-
quality policy decisions, and coordinating detection 
and control at borders.

The African Union Commission and Africa CDC have 
launched the Partnership to Accelerate COVID-19 
Testing (PACT): Trace, Test & Track (CDC-T3). The 
partnership aims to facilitate the implementation of 
the Africa Joint Continental Strategy for COVID-19, 
endorsed by African Ministers of Health on 22 
February 2020 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and 
approved by the Bureau of the Assembly of the 
African Union Heads of State and Government on 26 
March 2020.  Driven by the principles of cooperation, 
coordination, collaboration and communication, the 
goal of the continental strategy is to prevent severe 
illness and death from COVID-19 infection in African 
Union Member States and minimize social disruption 
and the economic consequences of COVID-19.

Africa CDC has also partnered with the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) to establish a joint 
program in the following areas: regional coordination 
and building of synergies; socio-economic, health, 
governance and political impact assessments; 
capacity building and knowledge sharing; and risk 
communication strategies and sensitization campaigns.

In May 2020, the Africa Centres for Disease Control 
and Prevention (Africa CDC) in collaboration with the 
Operations Division of the African Union Peace and 
Security Department (PSD) successfully deployed 28 
frontline COVID-19 responders from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) to Burkina Faso, Cameroon, 
Mali and Niger. Africa CDC is working with all affected 
countries and is mobilizing laboratory, surveillance, 
and other response support where requested and is 
also supporting Member States to conduct training 
for infection prevention and control. Zimbabwe, South 
Sudan and Cameroon have been the beneficiaries of 
the country training programs. 
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ASEAN’s efforts to combat marine debris
By Dr. Ankit Srivastava, Editor

Contd.....On Page 16

Non-Aligned Movement has emphasised the importance 
of measures to ensure the sustainable management 
of marine biodiversity and ecosystems. This entails a 
protection of the marine ecosystems. Marine debris has 
emerged as a major environmental challenge. ASEAN, 
whose Member States are also part of NAM, is concerned 
with pollution by marine debris and therefore pushing 
for a better understanding of the issues.

The Bangkok Declaration on Combating Marine Debris 
in the ASEAN Region and the ASEAN Framework 
of Action on Marine Debris are the two major 
frameworks through which ASEAN aims to combat 
the environmental problem of marine debris. The 
Bangkok Declaration on Combating Marine Debris 
in ASEAN Region was signed at the 34th ASEAN 
Summit held in Bangkok in June 2019. The Bangkok 
Declaration is in line with the ASEAN Community 
Vision 2025, particularly the ASEAN Socio-Cultural 
Community (ASCC) Blueprint 2025 on Conservation 
and Sustainable Management of Biodiversity and 
Natural Resources which reaffirmed the commitment 
of strategic measures to “promote cooperation for the 
protection, restoration and sustainable use of coastal 
and marine environment, respond and deal with the 
risk of pollution and threats to marine ecosystem 
and coastal environment, in particular in respect of 
ecologically sensitive areas”.  

The Bangkok Declaration reiterates the common 
aspiration of the ASEAN Member States   to implement 
the  United  Nations  2030  Agenda  for  Sustainable  
Development,  in  particular  to  achieve  Sustainable  
Development  Goal  14:  Conserve  and  sustainably  
use  the  oceans,  seas  and  marine  resources  for  
sustainable  development,   and  its  target  14.1 
which seeks,  by  2025,  to  “prevent  and  significantly  
reduce  marine  pollution  of  all  kinds,  in particular  
from  land-based activities, including marine debris 
and nutrient pollution”;  

The Bangkok Declaration calls for actions at the 
national level as well as through collaborative actions 
among the ASEAN Member States and partners 
to prevent and significantly reduce marine debris, 
particularly from land-based activities, including 
environmentally sound management. It encourages 
an integrated land-to-sea approach to prevent and 
reduce marine debris, and strengthen national 
laws and regulations as well as enhance regional 

and international cooperation including on relevant 
policy dialogue and information sharing. The Bangkok 
Declaration calls for innovative solutions to enhance 
plastics value chains and improve resource efficiency 
by prioritising approaches such as circular economy 
and 3R (reduce, reuse, recycle), and welcoming 
capacity building and exchange of best practices 
among ASEAN Member States as well as support from 
external partners in this regard.

ASEAN Framework of Action on Marine Debris 
is another major ASEAN initiative to address the 
problem of marine pollution. The ASEAN Framework 
of Action on Marine Debris was developed to act on 
the recommendations from the ASEAN Conference on 
Reducing Marine Debris in ASEAN Region in Phuket 
in November 2017. The Framework comprises four 
priority areas namely: 1) Policy Support and Planning; 
2) Research, Innovation, and Capacity Building; 3) 
Public Awareness, Education, and Outreach; and 
4) Private Sector Engagement. Each priority area 
consists of actions and suggested activities for further 
collaboration in ASEAN region and among ASEAN and 
its partners in combating marine debris.

ASEAN Member States are implementing to achieve 
the objectives outlined in the above framework. For 
example, in Thailand, the Public-Private Partnership 
(PPP)  for Plastic and Waste Management, or PPP 
Plastic, was established on June 5, 2018, by the Plastic 

“The Bangkok Declaration on Combating Marine Debris 
in the ASEAN Region and the ASEAN Framework of 

Action on Marine Debris are the two major frameworks 
through which ASEAN aims to combat the environmental 

problem of marine debris. The Bangkok Declaration 
on Combating Marine Debris in ASEAN Region was 
signed at the 34th ASEAN Summit held in Bangkok 

in June 2019. The Bangkok Declaration is in line with 
the ASEAN Community Vision 2025, particularly the 
ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC) Blueprint 

2025 on Conservation and Sustainable Management of 
Biodiversity and Natural Resources which reaffirmed 

the commitment of strategic measures to “promote 
cooperation for the protection, restoration and 

sustainable use of coastal and marine environment, 
respond and deal with the risk of pollution and threats to 
marine ecosystem and coastal environment, in particular 

in respect of ecologically sensitive areas”
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Trinidad and Tobago’s National Policy on 
Gender and Development

By IINS Research Team

In recent years, empowerment of women has become 
the key issue in Non-Aligned Movement’s socio-
economic agenda, as a result of which the Member 
Nations have begun paying more attention to 
safeguard the legal rights of women, providing them 
safe and sound environment to flourish and prosper. 
Majority of Member Nations already grant equality to 
women and empower them to stand at par with the 
men of the society, while others have now initiated 
implementation of schemes and policies, to uplift the 
stature of the women in the society by giving them 
equal rights and opportunities like others enjoy. 

As the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago stands committed 
to bring equality and equity among its population 
and empower those lagging behind, a set of different 
approaches, strategies and actions is provided by the 
National Policy to boost and strengthen the capacity 
of the policymakers, planners and implementers to 
meet societal commitments to do away with gender 
discrimination in all its forms and respond to harmful 
and poisonous gender disparities that remain 
consistent with the intentions of the Constitution and 
international human rights obligations. 

Among the common problems related to population, 
foreign debt, poverty, education and environment, 
gender equality and the issues of equity are the major 
issues faced by almost all the Member States. Since 
the very beginning, the issues concerning gender 
equality and development have also been enshrined 
in the guiding principles laid by the Non-Aligned 
Movement, in line with various other international 
treaties and convention. 

Gender equality is about eliminating all sorts of 
discrimination against women and girls. Understanding 
that it is not just about the women’s rights and 
more about the sustainable future of the economies, 
Trinidad and Tobago laid the National Policy on 
Gender and Development that provides a framework 
for including gender perspectives, i.e. different 
needs, constraints, opportunities and priorities of 
men and women in every domain of government and 
civil societies, thereby promoting equal grounds for 
participation of both men and women in the growth 
and developmental process. The Policy stands as the 
ground for collaborative approach among state, civil 

society and the private sector to address the issues 
concerning gender equity and equality. 

Adopted by the Government of the Republic of 
Trinidad and Tobago in 2018, the National Policy on 
Gender and Development lays its emphasis on some 
of the key areas, including gender-based violence 
and human security, transformational leadership 
and governance, labour and employment, domestic 
and family life, macro-economy and trade, unwaged 
economic activities, poverty alleviation and social 
protection, climate change and natural resource 
management, agriculture and food sovereignty, 
education and human capital development, health 
and well being and special interest groups - youth, 
the Elderly, and the disabled population. 

The National Policy aligned for gender equality and 
development, is in accordance with the Government’s 
commitments under Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), 
the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), the 
International Conference on Population Development 
Plan of Action (ICPD PoA), the Beijing Platform for 
Action (BPfA), and the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). As earlier stated that gender equality 
is not just about giving equal rights to women 
of the society and is more of a concern of nation’s 
sustainable growth, thus, the issue constitutes to 
be a major determinant in attaining the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). 

It must be emphasised that the role of women in the 
society is socio-political and cultural construct that 
has undergone evolution with time, varying from one 
society to another. As Non-Aligned Movement stands 
committed to address this major issue, likewise, 
nations are responsible to integrate gender awareness 
and competence into mainstream development 
through their “gender and development” approach. 

Trinidad and Tobago’s National Gender Policy is 
supportive of the Caribbean nation’s continued 
support to Caribbean Community and Common 
Market (CARICOM) that contributes to the work of the 
United Nations in empowering women and making 
their lives worth living. 
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By IINS Research Team

Vanuatu National Environment Policy and 
Implementation Plan 2016-2030 paves 

way to sustainable order
The Non-Aligned Movement has been quite efficient, 
prompt and steadfast in its values and principles and 
one among them pertains to the conservation of the 
environment and the dependence upon sustainable 
order. The Member States of the Non-Aligned Movement 
have adopted several strategic outlooks that pillars 
development on the foundation of sustainability and 
conservation of the ecology.

In lieu of the commitment of the Non-Aligned 
Movement to drive in development by sustainable 
means, the Republic of Vanuatu has implemented and 
adopted the Vanuatu National Environment Policy 
and Implementation Plan 2016-2030 (NEPIP) that 
aims at conserving and protecting the environment of 
the country in particular. The all-encompassing policy 
aims for the sustainable conservation, development 
and management of the environment of Vanuatu.

Environment plays a great role in the overall progress 
story of any country and Vanuatu has acknowledged 
the very fact that necessitates the adoption of a national 
policy in the regard of ecology which has manifested 
itself with the Vanuatu National Environment Policy 
and Implementation Plan 2016-2030 (NEPIP). The 
planning gone behind the realisation of the Vanuatu 
National Environment Policy and Implementation 
Plan 2016-2030 (NEPIP) has involved a co-ordinated 
and cooperative approach of the government agencies, 
provincial governments, communities, donors, non-
government organisations as well as the private sector.

The Vanuatu National Environment Policy and 
Implementation Plan 2016-2030 (NEPIP) has a 
three-fold objective. The three-fold objective aims at 
providing for the co-ordination of environment related 
activities; promoting the environmentally sound and 
safe management and conservation of the natural 
resources and environment of Vanuatu; and outlining 
the operational matters necessary to implement the 
other two mentioned objectives. 

Any plan once executed comes with a range of 
challenges at hand. But it is in dealing with the 
challenges that one builds upon opportunities that 

will aim at driving in progress as well as a sustainable 
development. The National Environment Policy and 
Implementation Plan provides with significant 
opportunities that holds potential to drive in change 
in the affirmative. 

Vanuatu developed the National Environment Policy 
and Implementation Plan so as to strengthen the 
implementation of the National Sustainable Development 
Plan (NSDP). The National Sustainable Development 
Plan (NSDP) is the overarching policy document of the 
government of Vanuatu and the environment is one of 
the three pillars under the NSDP. 

The National Environment Policy and Implementation 
Plan is cognisant of the various sector policies under 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Forestry, 
Fisheries and Biosecurity; and the Ministry of 
Tourism, Commerce, Industry and Ni-Vanuatu 
Business. The NEPIP is in close-connectivity with 
policies at both sub-regional, regional as well as 
international level. At both levels, the NEPIP takes 
into account regional policies under the Secretariat 
of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme 
(SPREP) and the Pacific Community (SPC), but 
most importantly the SIDS Accelerated Modalities 
of Action (S.A.M.O.A) Pathway. 

The government of Vanuatu is also a signatory to 
several agreements and protocols at the international 
level that strengthens the country’s commitment to 

Contd.....On Page 16

“The Vanuatu National Environment Policy and 
Implementation Plan 2016-2030 (NEPIP) has 
a three-fold objective. The three-fold objective 

aims at providing for the co-ordination of 
environment related activities; promoting the 

environmentally sound and safe management 
and conservation of the natural resources and 

environment of Vanuatu; and outlining the 
operational matters necessary to implement the 

other two mentioned objectives”
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Africa’s Great Green Wall Initiative
By IINS Research Team

Environment conservation and combating climate 
change are among the founding principles of the Non-
Aligned Movement and several of the African nations, 
being the founding members of the Non-Aligned 
Movement, have adopted strategies and policies that 
tend to strengthen the importance of the ecology.

One such major initiative taken by the African nations 
with the aid of other international organisations is the 
‘Great Green Wall’ initiative. In order to combat the 
augmenting adverse impact of climate change and the 
extending desertification in the African continent, the 
African Union with the aid of the funding by the World 
Bank, the European Union and the United Nations 
started a flagship programme, called the ‘Great Green 
Wall for the Sahara and the Sahel Initiative’ (GGWSSI) 
back in 2007.

The initiative aims at bringing together more than 20 
African countries with international organizations, 
research institutes, civil society and grassroots 
organizations so as to transform the landscape of 
the region by great montage of green and productive 
landscapes across North Africa, the Sahel and the 
Horn of Africa. The Great Green Wall has both literal 
as well as metaphorical meanings. In the literal sense 
the initiative aims at planting a barrier of trees running 
4,815 miles along the southern edge of the Sahara that 
will literally generate a green wall along the expansion 
and on a metaphorical level the name tends to express 
and strengthen the solidarity between African countries 
as well as the international organisations playing a key 
role in the flagship programme.

The need for such an epic-scale programme became 
necessary because the region faces several challenges 
pertaining to food and water shortages, climate 
change, drought, migration, and international 
terrorism. Nearly 80% of the land in the Sahel region 
is degraded, while 33 million people are currently food 
insecure and temperatures in the region are expected 
to rise by as much as 3-5 degrees by 2050. 

The Great Green Wall covers both arid and semi-
arid areas in the north and south end of the Sahara 
Desert. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) has estimated that the core 
area of the Great Green Wall for the Sahara and the 
Sahel stands at 780 million hectares that is the home 
to about 232 million people, 21 per cent of which 
includes restorable agro-sylvo-pastoral lands. Of this 

total, the United Nations and Member States agreed 
in September 2019 to restore 100 million hectares 

by 2030 with an estimate of restoring10 million 
hectares each year. The plan is compatible with the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development of the 
United Nations. 

The initiative is not just about planting trees, but 
it is a very integrated framework that involves 
sustainable use of land, creation of livelihood for the 
poor population of Africa and elsewhere as well as has 
potential to be a medium of peacebuilding among the 
often troubled African nations-population outburst 
and lack of resources being the major cause of the 
conflict.

Following the footprints of the Non-Aligned Movement, 
the Great Green Wall initiative is a promise made 
towards environment and it endorses the values of 
the United Nations as well. The Great Green Wall 
initiative directly supports ten of the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals, and it has been endorsed by over 
20 countries in the African continent. 

The Great Green Wall aims to drive forward climate-
smart solutions and bring back life to degraded 
landscapes in order to provide food security, jobs and 
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“The initiative aims at bringing together more 
than 20 African countries with international 

organizations, research institutes, civil society 
and grassroots organizations so as to transform 

the landscape of the region by great montage 
of green and productive landscapes across 

North Africa, the Sahel and the Horn of Africa. 
The Great Green Wall has both literal as well 
as metaphorical meanings. In the literal sense 
the initiative aims at planting a barrier of trees 
running 4,815 miles along the southern edge of 
the Sahara that will literally generate a green 

wall along the expansion and on a metaphorical 
level the name tends to express and strengthen 
the solidarity between African countries as well 
as the international organisations playing key 

role in the flagship programme”
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Singapore committed to transform itself into 
a Smart Nation

By IINS Research Team

The world is undergoing severe challenges and is 
demanding respite seeking to maximise its ability 
to respond to surges in need. For this, technology 
represents itself to be of great opportunity that can 
address needs and serves the individuals as well 
as the society better. Batting for technology and 
digitisation, the Non-Aligned Movement has remained 
committed to allow member nations and the rest of 
the world to achieve liberalisation and freedom in 
deconstructing economic boundaries, enabling a free 
flow of goods, services and technologies across them. 
Taking cognizance of the need of a techno-savvy 
world, Non-Aligned Movement and its member states 
have undertaken a series of major steps to step into 
the new world and prosper the lives of its peoples. 

Joining the Non-Aligned Movement and other nations 
as well, comes Singapore’s Smart Nation initiative 
that aims to make Singapore an outstanding city for 
people to live, work play in, and where the human 
spirit flourishes. In light of the increasingly digitised 
and knowledge-based economy, Singapore decided 
to step on to implementing technology systematically 
and extensively to improve the lives of its people and 
introduced its Smart Nation initiative. 

Over the years as Singapore has witnessed rapid 
urbanisation and increasing urban density, several 
increasingly complex and intertwined policy issues 
like overcrowding, high costs of housing, strains to 
public infrastructure among others have come across. 
Also, Singapore’s growth in labour force and capital 
investment has further prompted the country to 
initiate its transformation into a smart city. With an 
aim to support better living, stronger communities, 
and create more opportunities, for all, Singapore, an 
island nation in maritime Southeast Asia, in 2014 
launched the Smart Nation initiative which can make 
Singapore a place where businesses can be effective 
and make the most of the new possibilities in the 
digital economy. Taking note of some of the serious 
issues like the ageing population and slowness in 
inflow of immigrants that would, result in growth of 
labour more slowly and consumption as a percentage 
of GDP tending to rise, the growth and prosperity 
could be ensured by a mix of technology and better 
business processes, which gave rise to the idea of 
building a smart nation. Besides this, the idea of a 
smart nation is also important for Singapore to let its 

home-grown talent continue living there and not let 
foreign talent to relocate them. 

Building a smart nation includes contribution a 
whole-of-nation, comprising Digital Government, 
Digital Economy and Digital Society that Singapore 
has implemented significantly. For digital government, 
Singapore’s digitisation journey began three decades 
back with the National Computerisation Programme 
in the 1980s, followed by National Computer 
Board (now the Government Technology Agency 
or GovTech). By the 2000s, the country shifted to 
providing government services online and today, here 
it is when most transactions between citizens and the 
Government can be done within a snap of finger. 

It is not only the government’s efforts alone that could 
lead Singapore to a smart nation, it is important to 
engage people and the society to ensure that they 
pursue leadership opportunities and contribute 
equally in the tech-sphere. When it comes to digital 
economy, the Ministry for Communications and 
Information, in May 2018 announced plans to digitise 
every business and industry in order to increase 
productivity. With digital society the Smart Nation 
project aims to permeate digital literacy into the 
national consciousness. 

Apart from these three pillars namely-Digital Economy, 
Digital Government and Digital Society, six key 
initiatives at a more granular level were paid focus 
on, including transport, urban living, health, digital 
government services, start-ups and businesses and 
strategic national projects. 

In the present times, the economy is witnessing a 
paradigm shift where agencies and organisations 
are beginning to see technology not just as an 
expense but also as an investment in new strategic 
capabilities. As the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) 
has always called upon collaborative and concerted 
efforts of the member nations, with the collective 
efforts from the government of Singapore and on 
part of the individuals and the societies, a greater 
interoperability between and across Government ICT 
systems can be achieved. A lot has been achieved and 
a lot still needs to be achieved. Thus, taking on the 
right road, the economy needs to remain committed 
towards transforming itself into a smart nation, a 
place for the Singaporeans worth living.
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By IINS Research Team

Sri Lanka Vision 2025 strives to generate 
growth with equity

Non-Aligned Movement recognises the significance 
of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
NAM believes that equity and inclusiveness are two 
important indicators of successful achievement of the 
SDGs. Thus, NAM has called upon its Member States 
to create conditions of economic growth with equality. 
Vision 2025 plan in Sri Lanka is a noticeable example 
of this strategy to promote inclusive growth.

The Vision 2025 was formulated by Sri Lankan 
government in September 2017. The section in the 
policy document titled, “The government’s economic 
vision.” reads:  “Our vision is to make Sri Lanka a 
rich country by 2025. We will do so by transforming 
Sri Lanka into the hub of the Indian Ocean, with a 
knowledge-based, highly competitive, social market 
economy… We will position Sri Lanka as an export-
oriented economic hub at the centre of the Indian 
Ocean”.

It aims to raise per capita income to USD 5,000 per 
year, create one million new jobs, increase FDI to USD 
5 billion per year, and double exports to USD 20 billion 
per year. Sri Lanka’s new Vision 2025 sets out a course 
of reforms to make the country more competitive and 
lift all Sri Lankans’ standards of living. These reforms 
range from the pressing need for labour law reform to 
restructuring social safety net programs and boosting 
technology acquisition and digitisation.

Vision 2025 calls for strengthening the macroeconomic 
framework in Sri Lanka through three prongs: fiscal 
consolidation, ensuring price stability, and maintaining 
a market-based competitive exchange rate. Vison 2025 
has aimed to bring the debt to GDP ratio down to 70% by 
2020. To this end, Sri Lanka has formulated a forward-
looking liability management strategy for domestic and 
foreign debt portfolios under the medium-term debt 
management strategy (MTDS). Vision 2025 recognises 
that shortcomings in investment facilitation and policy 
uncertainty are constraints to attracting investment. 

Vision 2025 strives to make Sri Lanka an upper-middle 
income country. The Government will facilitate efficiency in 
agricultural markets, crop production and improvement, 
agribusiness development, establishment of large-scale 
agro-enterprises, and introduction of high yield crops. 
Major initiatives include a National Food Production 
Programme, establishing agricultural megazones, and 
strengthening value chain development. Vision 2025 

calls to incentive structure for SME agribusinesses to 
invest in commercial agriculture and value chains. This 
will promote partnership arrangements between the 
private sector and smallholder producers; demonstrate 
new technologies to enhance productivity, resilience, 
and diversification; and promote technology diffusion 
The program also calls to prioritise environmental 
protection and disaster management, and energy 
security

Vision 2025 stresses on increasing accountability in 
governance. For this, it stresses the importance of the 
Gram Rajya concept as it will enable local communities 
to become stakeholders in the development of 
their community, and integrate local projects with 
mainstream development agendas. The main objectives 
of Gram Rajya have centred around the socioeconomic 
and cultural development of localities, social well-
being, shared ownership of social economic goods, 
and alignment of local development with national 
development goals.

Vision 2025 addresses two growing demographic 
challenges in Sri Lanka: a rapidly ageing population 
and a relatively low female labour participation rate of 
about 36% as of the second quarter of 2018. To combat 
a shrinking labour force, the strategy aims to improve 
the structure of emigration policies and encourage Sri 
Lankans abroad to return home, as well as provide 
more child care and training facilities.

Vision 2025 also recommended the establishment 
of a social safety net as this minimises programme 
duplications, beneficiary overlaps and reduce 
administrative costs. The digitalised integrated system 
of the Government would also include a centralised 
database of beneficiaries and standardised mechanisms 
for targeting.

“The Vision 2025 was formulated by Sri Lankan 
government in September 2017. The section in the policy 

document titled, “The government’s economic vision.” 
eeads:  “Our vision is to make Sri Lanka a rich country by 

2025. We will do so by transforming Sri Lanka into the 
hub of the Indian Ocean, with a knowledge-based, highly 
competitive, social market economy… We will position Sri 
Lanka as an export-oriented economic hub at the centre of 

the Indian Ocean” 
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NAM adopts Declaration in response to 
COVID-19

continued effort by the world against other viruses, in 
particular terrorism and fake news.

Following the Summit, NAM adopted a Declaration 
underlining the importance of international solidarity 
in the fight against COVID-19. The Declaration expressed 
serious concern over the rapid spread of COVID-19, 
which poses a major challenge to humanity. The 
challenge of addressing COVID-19 crisis required 
a global response based on unity, solidarity and 
renewed multilateral cooperation. 

The Declaration welcomed the adoption of the 
United  Nations  General  Assembly  resolution  A/
RES/74/270,  entitled “Global  solidarity  to  fight  
the  coronavirus  disease  2019  (COVID-19)”,  and  A/
RES/74/274, entitled  “International cooperation  to 
ensure  global  access  to  medicines,  vaccines  and 
medical equipment to face COVID-19”. The Declaration 
also expressed full support to the United Nations 
Secretary-General’s plans and initiatives to fight the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Declaration reiterated the Communiques of the 
Coordinating Bureau of the Non-Aligned Movement 
on “the COVID-19 Pandemic” of 25 March 2020 
and “In support of the World Health Organization 
(WHO) and its Director-General” of 9 April 2020. The 
NAM had reiterated that it was time to  avoid  the  
politicization  of  the  virus  and to  set  aside  all  
political  ideologies  and discrimination  for  the  sake  
of  all humankind; it  was  time  for  global  unity  
and  for redoubling  international  solidarity  and  
multilateral  cooperation  in  order  t, ensure that the 
common enemy, COVID-19, is defeated sooner rather 
than later, along with its severe health and socio-
economic consequences.

The Declaration also decided to establish the Non-
Aligned Movement Task Force with the task to work out 
a database that will include the basic humanitarian 
and medical needs and requirements of NAM Member 
States, which  will  be  submitted  by  the  Chairmanship  
to  all  donor  countries,  international humanitarian  
organizations, international  financial  institutions, 
transnational  private  entities implementing social 
responsibility projects and others for possible support 

By Dr. Pawan Mathur

The COVID-19 crisis has adversely affected not only 
the health and health-care facilities across the globe 
but also the sectors such as economy. The developing 
world has been hit the worst by this crisis. According to 
the United Nations Development Program, the growing 
COVID-19 crisis threatens to disproportionately hit 
developing countries, not only as a health crisis in the 
short term but as a devastating social and economic 
crisis over the months and years to come.

Non-Aligned Movement, being the largest collective 
voice of the developing world, has voiced its concerns 
regarding the adverse impact of COVID-19 crisis. 
NAM has called on its Member States to cooperate 
in strengthening their health systems and to provide 
protection to the vulnerable population.

On May 4 2020, an online Summit level Meeting of 
the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) Contact Group in 
response to COVID-19, under the theme of “United 
against COVID-19 pandemic” was held. The Meeting 
was attended by 25 Heads of State and Government, 
1 Vice-President, 1 Deputy Prime Minister and 11 
Ministers of NAM Member States. Antonio Guterres, 
Secretary-General of United Nations and Josep 
Borrell, High Representative, Vice-President of the 
European Commission also addressed the Meeting 
through video messages. Guterres remarked that 
two-thirds of UN Member States, the Non-Aligned 
Movement has a critical role to play in forging global 
solidarity. He outlined three immediate priorities: 
to end the Covid-19 pandemic, to address its socio-
economic impacts, and to use the recovery to build 
back better and leave no one behind.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi was one 
of the prominent leaders who participated in the 
online Summit. His participation underlined India’s 
longstanding commitment to the principles and 
values of NAM as one of its leading founding-member. 
In his intervention, Prime Minister emphasized the 
importance of a coordinated, inclusive and equitable 
response by the world to this crisis, outlining the steps 
India had taken domestically and internationally, 
while reaffirming India’s readiness to offer assistance 
in solidarity with the Movement, to the extent possible. 
The Indian PM also emphasized the importance of a Contd.....On Page 16
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Industry Club and the Federation of Thai Industries, 
in partnership with the Thailand Business Council for 
Sustainable Development (TBCSD), organizations from 
the public and private sectors, and members of society. 

PPP Plastic aims to reduce marine plastic debris 
by at least 50% by 2027 through solutions such 
as sustainable waste management, the Circular 

Economy, and applying the 3Rs (reduce, reuse, and 
recycle).  

Malaysia has announced the establishment of a 
marine debris policy which will be aligned with the 
Bangkok Declaration on Combating Marine Debris 
in the ASEAN Region and the ASEAN Framework of 
Action on Marine Debris.

take necessary measures to protect and preserve the 
environment at large. With the National Environment 
Policy and Implementation Plan being intertwined by 
the National Sustainable Development Plan of the 
country, Vanuatu is also linked to the United Nation’s 
Sustainable Development Goals. 

The need for protecting and conserving the environment 
as well as the urgency to implement the policies 
have been the chief concern of the Republic of 
Vanuatu. Under its National Environment Policy and 
Implementation Plan 2016-2030 (NEPIP), the country 
aims at strengthening the environmental needs and 

solve the complexities involved when development 
threatens the ecology of the country. As the country of 
Vanuatu has been implementing large scale policies 
so as to strengthen the development pace of the 
country, the NEPIP will serve the long-term needs of a 
sustainable order for the country.

The NEPIP will also aid the Republic of Vanuatu in the 
sustainable conservation, development and management 
of the environment and the natural resources of the 
country and strengthen its commitment to the ideals 
of the Non-Aligned Movement as well as the United 
Nations. 

thriving new economies for the communities living 
in Africa’s Sahel region. Under the initiative, several 
restoration processes have been adopted including the 
promotion of natural regeneration; large-scale land 
preparation and enrichment planning; mobilization of 
high-quality seeds and planting materials; involving 
communities in the selection of native species to be 
used; sustainable management of oases systems and 
use of native woody and grassy vegetation. 

All these initiatives have been started keeping the 

need of the region in mind and are climate-resilient 
methods. The contemporary situation of the world is 
not at all good, and the world at large is dealing with 
the health crisis created as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

The distressing time calls for extraordinary solutions 
and the restoration capacity of degraded drylands 
across vast bands of Africa under the Great Green 
Wall initiative could be the potential solution towards 
creating a healthier and sustainable ecosystem.

and assistance. NAM has thus emphasised that  in 
the face of this type of global emergency, the spirit of 
solidarity must be at the centre  of  our  efforts  and  a 
high  level  of  ethical  and  humanist  commitment  is  

required,  where solidarity  and  selfless cooperation  
prevail  in  order  to  provide  the  peoples  in  need  
with medicines, medical equipment and supplies, 
food, exchange of expertise and good practice. 
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